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The Prodigal Love of Our Father

Luke 15

Big Idea: God's love for the lost is patient, prodigal, and persistent. Like the father running to embrace his
wayward son, our Father welcomes us home with extravagant grace—not because we deserve it, but
because His love is overwhelming. We all belong to the community of the astonished.

Day 1: The Patient Reading:
Heart of God Luke 15:11-20

The father in Jesus' parable did something counterintuitive—he let his son go.
This wasn't indifference but patient love that understood the son's lostness was
in his heart, not his location. God's patience with us reflects this same wisdom.
He doesn't force our return but allows us to experience the consequences of our
choices, knowing that genuine repentance cannot be coerced. Like the father
watching the road, God waits for us with longing eyes. His patience isn't passive;
it's active hope. Today, consider where you might be running from God.
Remember, the moment you turn around, He's already running toward you with
open arms.

Notes:
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Day 2: Coming to Reading:
Ourselves Psalm 51:1-12

"When he came to himself" marks the turning point in the prodigal's story.
Genuine repentance begins with this awakening—seeing our sin clearly without
excuse or minimization. Confession means calling our sin what it is: not mistakes

or poor choices, but rebellion against a loving Father. David's psalm shows us
this path: acknowledging our sin specifically, accepting full responsibility, and
crying out for God's cleansing mercy. But confession alone isn't enough. Like the
prodigal, we must also renounce—take decisive action to return home. What sin
have you been minimizing or excusing? Today, practice honest confession,
naming your character flaws rather than circumstances. Then take one concrete

Notes: step toward home.
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Day 3: The Reckless Reading:

Grace of Heaven Romans 5:6-11

The father's response to his returning son was prodigal—wastefully
extravagant. He didn't lecture, didn't say "l told you so," didn't even let the boy
finish his rehearsed confession. Instead, he ran, embraced, kissed, and
celebrated. This is the scandal of grace: "Where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound." We receive not what we deserve but what Christ deserves. The
fattened calf, the robe, the ring—all symbols of honor lavished on one who
deserved nothing. Paul reminds us that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. God's grace isn't measured; it's extravagant. Can you accept this gift
without trying to earn it? Today, simply receive.

Notes:
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Day 4: The Danger of Reading:
Selt-Righteousness Luke 18:9-14

The older brother's rebellion was harder to detect because it wore the mask of
virtue. He was hardworking, obedient, morally upright—and completely lost.
Self-righteousness is rebellion intertwined with virtue, making it difficult to
recognize and harder still to repent of. Like the Pharisee in Jesus' parable, the
older brother compared himself to others rather than standing humbly before
God. His "righteousness" left no room for joy, no capacity to celebrate
restoration. The tax collector knew he needed mercy; the Pharisee thought he
deserved reward. Which posture do you assume? Examine your heart today: Do
you resent God's generosity toward others? Does comparison fuel your spiritual

Notes: life? True righteousness produces joy, not resentment.
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Day 5: Join the Reading:
Celebration Psalm 103:1-14

Heaven is the community of the astonished—those who can't believe they're
there, who know they don't deserve it. The shepherd celebrated finding his
sheep. The woman celebrated finding her coin. The father threw a party for his
returned son. Only the older brother refused to celebrate. Joy marks genuine
understanding of grace. The psalmist captures this: God doesn't treat us as our
sins deserve. He removes our transgressions as far as east is from west. He
remembers we are dust and treats us with fatherly compassion. This should
produce overwhelming gratitude and celebration. The question Jesus leaves
with us: Will you join the party? Today, celebrate someone's restoration. Practice

Notes: joy over repentance—your own or another's.
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