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1he False Prophet and the Beauty of Christ

Revelation 13:11-18

Big Idea: Even in prophecy's darkest moments, God's sovereignty remains absolute. The false prophet will
deceive, the beast will demand worship, but Christ is Victor. Prepare your hearts daily to see His beauty.
Death is swallowed up in victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Reading:
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-5;
John 8:44

Day 1: The Ancient

Deceiver

From the Garden of Eden to today, Satan's strategy remains unchanged: he questions
God's word and promises what he cannot deliver. "You surely will not die," the
serpent told Eve, contradicting God's clear warning. This ancient pattern continues—
false prophets speak with dragon's words while appearing harmless as lambs. The
deception is real, but so is God's truth. As you navigate a world filled with competing
voices, anchor yourself in Scripture. God's word has never failed, and it never will.
When you hear promises that contradict biblical truth, remember Eden. Satan is still a
liar, and God still speaks only truth. Test every teaching against Scripture, for your
spiritual survival depends on recognizing the deceiver's voice.

Notes:
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Reading:
Day 2: God's Sovereign Job 1:6-12;
Permission 2 Thessalonians 2:5-12;
Romans 8:28

Nothing happens outside God's sovereign control—even evil operates only by His
permission. Like Job's suffering or the future deceptions described in Revelation, God
sets boundaries around evil's reach. This truth should bring tremendous comfort: the

enemy cannot touch you beyond what God allows for His purposes. Even more
remarkable, God uses permitted evil to accomplish His redemptive plan. Those who
reject truth receive "a deluding influence"—God gives them what they desire,
demonstrating His justice. But for believers, every trial works toward our good and

God's glory. Today, trust that whatever you face has passed through your Father's
hands first. He remains in complete control, working all things—even painful things—

for His ultimate glory and your ultimate good.

Notes:
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Reading:
Day 3: Marks of Deuteronomy 6:4-9;
Belonging Revelation 7:1-8;
Ephesians 1:13-14

The mark of the beast represents visible allegiance to evil, but believers bear an
invisible, eternal seal—the Holy Spirit. Just as Israelites were instructed to bind God's
word on their hands and foreheads, our thoughts and actions should display whose
we are. The future mark will be conscious, visible, and voluntary; our sealing by the
Spirit is divine, permanent, and irrevocable. You belong to Christ. This identity should
shape every decision, every purchase, every relationship. While the world will one day
be forced to choose a visible mark to participate in commerce, you've already been
marked by grace. Live today as one who bears Christ's name. Let your hands serve
Him and your mind dwell on His truth. You are sealed for redemption—let that reality
transform how you walk through this world.

Notes:
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Reading:
Day 4: The Beauty of Psalm 27:4-6;
Holiness 1 Chronicles 16:23-29;
Hebrews 12:14

In a world increasingly marked by hideousness and evil, we must intentionally prepare
our hearts to behold Christ's beauty. David's singular request—to dwell in God's
house and behold His beauty—stands in stark contrast to the world's obsession with
darkness. Before approaching God in worship, lift up an offering; prepare your heart.
We are surrounded by filth, distraction, and the grotesque. Worshiping God requires
deliberate preparation, a conscious turning from evil toward holiness. Pursue holiness
today—not as legalistic duty, but as preparation to see Christ clearly. When you
encounter ugliness in the news, in culture, or in personal trials, pause. Prepare your
heart. Then turn your gaze to the splendor of God's holiness, the perfection of Christ's
sacrifice, the beauty of redemption. This practice will sustain you through darkness.

Notes:
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Reading:
Day 5: Christus Victor 1 Corinthians 15:50-58;
—OQOur Certain Hope Colossians 2:13-15;
Revelation 19:11-16

Death is swallowed up in victory! Christ has already defeated every enemy—sin,
death, Satan, and hell. Though tribulation will intensify and deception will increase, the
outcome is certain: Christ wins. His resurrection guarantees ours; His victory secures

ours. The beast and false prophet will be destroyed by the breath of Christ's mouth.
This isn't wishful thinking—it's prophetic certainty. Therefore, be steadfast and
immovable. Your labor in the Lord is never in vain because you serve the Victor.
Today, whatever battle you face—temptation, suffering, doubt, or spiritual warfare—
remember that you fight from victory, not for it. Christ has already won. Soon He will
return to finalize what He accomplished at the cross. Live today in light of that coming
triumph. Be alert, be holy, evangelize the lost, and find your peace in Christ alone.
Notes: Victory is yours through Jesus.
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