
Day 1: The Mirror of
God's Word

Reading: 
James 2:1-4

Notes:

God's Word does not merely inform us -- it exposes us. James holds up a mirror and asks us to
look honestly at the distinctions we make between people. We instinctively gravitate toward those
who can benefit us and overlook those who cannot. This is not a minor social habit; James calls it

sin rooted in evil motives. Before we can grow in love toward others, we must first have the
courage to see ourselves clearly. Ask God today to reveal any hidden partiality in your heart, and

trust that honest self-examination is the beginning of genuine transformation.
Reflection Question: Who in your life have you overlooked or undervalued because they seemed to

offer you nothing in return?
Practical Application: This week, intentionally greet or spend time with someone you would

normally pass by without a second thought.
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Who’s Your Friend?
Big Idea: "Mercy triumphs over judgment." — James 2:13 Real faith does not play favorites. It
shows up for the overlooked, the poor, the misfit. Not to earn salvation, but because we have
received it. Who in your life needs you to simply show up?

James 2:1-13



Day 2: The Royal Law
of Love

Reading: 
James 2:8-9; 

Galatians 5:6; 
Matthew 22:37-40

Notes:

Jesus called love for God and neighbor the greatest commandments, and James echoes this by
naming it the royal law. The word "royal" suggests this law reigns above all others -- it is the

standard by which everything else is measured. Faith that does not produce love is incomplete. We
are not saved by loving others, but those who are truly saved will find their hearts increasingly

drawn toward others. The root of genuine faith always produces the fruit of genuine love. Where
love is absent or selective, faith must be examined.

Reflection Question: In what relationships or situations do you find it most difficult to love others as
you love yourself?

Practical Application: Write down the name of one person who is difficult for you to love. Pray for
them daily this week, asking God to soften your heart toward them.
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Day 3: All Have Fallen
Short

Reading: 
Romans 3:19-26; 

James 2:10-11

Notes:

The law of God is not given to show us how good we are -- it is given to show us how far we fall
short. No one who stands before the full standard of God's law can claim to have kept it perfectly.
This is not discouraging news; it is liberating news. When we stop pretending we are good enough,
we become open to the only solution that actually works: the grace of God offered through Jesus
Christ. The Grand Canyon cannot be jumped. It can only be crossed by the bridge God himself has

provided.
Reflection Question: Are there areas of your life where you have been quietly trusting in your own

goodness rather than fully resting in Christ's righteousness?
Practical Application: Spend time today reading Romans 3:21-26 slowly. Write out in your own

words what it means that God's righteousness is given as a gift through faith.
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Day 4: Mercy Triumphs
Over Judgment

Reading: 
James 2:12-13; 
Matthew 5:7; 
Luke 18:18-30

Notes:

The rich young ruler kept a careful record of his obedience, yet Jesus saw what the man could not
see in himself: a heart that trusted his own goodness more than God's grace. Mercy is the evidence

that we have truly received grace. When we understand how much we have been forgiven,
withholding mercy from others becomes nearly impossible. James is not teaching that mercy earns
salvation -- he is teaching that mercy flows naturally from those who have genuinely encountered

the saving love of God. Received grace always moves outward.
Reflection Question: Is there someone in your life toward whom you have been withholding mercy

or forgiveness? What might that reveal about how deeply you have received God's mercy for
yourself?

Practical Application: Identify one situation where you have been judgmental rather than merciful.
Take a concrete step today toward extending grace in that situation, whether through a

conversation, a letter, or a prayer offered together with the person.
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Notes:

Gracie and Barbara showed up. They showed up at graduations, weddings, birthdays, and
anniversaries. They showed up not because they expected anything in return, but because love

compelled them. That is the picture James paints of living faith -- faith that does not stay inside the
walls of a church building or the quiet corners of private devotion, but moves outward into the lives

of real people with real needs. We are not saved by showing up for others, but those who are
saved will find themselves wanting to show up. Ask God today to show you where he is calling you

to simply be present.
Reflection Question: Who in your life has faithfully shown up for you? Have you expressed

gratitude? Who might need you to show up for them right now?
Practical Application: Reach out this week to someone who has been faithful in your life and tell
them specifically what their presence has meant to you. Then ask God to show you one person

whose life you can enter with the same kind of quiet, consistent, faithful love.
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Day 5: Showing Up --
Faith That Acts

Reading: 
James 2:14-17; 

Matthew 25:34-40
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shows up for the overlooked, the poor, the misfit. Not to earn salvation, but because we have
received it. Who in your life needs you to simply show up?

James 2:1-13
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